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SHADES’ productions are never pre-cast, so do feel free to audition for any part you feel capable of playing. Directors will, of course, have ideas of the way the characters should be played, but do realise the necessity for an open mind at auditions. You might bring something to a character that they might not have seen! Hence it is advisable to read the script carefully beforehand.
It is always beneficial to you and the director if you audition with others so that the director can choose a balanced cast but if you are unable to get there, contact the coordinating director prior to 29th January and he will arrange for you to be auditioned immediately after this date. If you have any questions about the plays themselves, contact the respective director of the play (see overleaf).
[see over for synopses of plays and characters]
SYNOPSIS OF PLAYS AND CHARACTERS


PRODUCTION PROGRAMME for 2012


Three One-Act Plays


These will be toured separately or together in various ‘packages’ around local churches where invited and taken to specific local village theatres.


If any church or group wishes to consider one or all of these plays during 2012, contact the co-ordinating Director, David Henty 


on 440076; email david.henty@shadestheatre.com)


























Sunday 29th JANUARY 2012


3 p.m.


PARK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH HALL


Upper Park Road (off Bohemia Road), St Leonard’s-on-sea


More details of above from the Coordinating Director (David Henty 440076)























Production Dates


Dates will be determined according to invitations 


and the availability of casts during 2012�


The Boy who Carved Birds and A Rose in the Courtyard 


will be rehearsed during February and March 


and be available for performances from April�


Mr Scrooge and the Spirits of Christmas First


will be rehearsed during August and September


and be available for performances from October











AUDITIONS


 


 








A Rose in the Courtyard by Craig Sodaro


Director : David Henty (440076; mobile 07732116232)


On the eve of his appointment as governor of the Roman district Tysus, Prefect Flavius faces a tragic dilemma. His daughter, Gena, professes she is a Christian during one of the great persecutions. Flavius' wife, driven by ambition, wants nothing to block his appointment - even if that means her husband must sentence her step-daughter to death. Flavius is torn between his desire to uphold the law, his love for his daughter, and an inner light that seems to be guiding him contrary to all that he believes. The impact of the play comes from a rosebush. Cruelly clipped of all its beautiful flowers by Flavius' wife, it bursts into bloom again after Gena's death. 


Characters (ages are approximate)


CORDELIA: 	40s; A bitter, ambitious woman who detests being tied to the fortunes of a man.  She is devoted to her emperor 			and the glory of Rome without question, for they best represent her self-serving ideals. 


MYRA: 	An old, gentle servant who bothers no one and asks that no one bother her. 


FLAVIUS:   	40s; A Roman Prefect, a thoughtful man who is slightly out of step with his time. As the cadence quickens, his 			conscience moves his steps to a different beat. This, however, torments him greatly and forces him to look for 			peace. 


GENA: 		17; Flavius' daughter. She is a gentle young woman, who finds courage when it is most needed. She is capable of 			great love. 


SEXTUS: 	30s/40s; A Roman marshal. He is a tool of the state who questions little. An arm of the law, his duty is to bring 			offenders before the Prefect. 


ANTONIUS:	A young potter, he is courageous and dedicated to his beliefs. His strength is an example to Flavius.
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Mr Scrooge and the Spirits of Christmas First by Susan Lyttek


Director : Sally Marchant (431134; mobile 07710121096)


Marley returns one year after the events in Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol". Scrooge has become a more generous and loving man. But when he protests that he does keep Christmas, Marley responds, "Yes, but does Christmas keep you, old partner?" He warns Scrooge that three more Spirits will visit him this Christmas Eve. When the Spirits - Faith, Hope and Love - appear, they take Scrooge back in time to witness scenes from the first Christmas. But Scrooge refuses to see that something is missing in his life. Only when the third Spirit, Love, reveals himself as Jesus does Scrooge understand the real meaning of Christmas. The drama ends with Scrooge surprising the Cratchit family to join them for Christmas morning church service. 


Characters


(Minimum cast requirement, with doubling, 8 players.)�MR. EBENEZER SCROOGE


BOB CRATCHIT


TOWNSPEOPLE


BEGGAR


GHOST OF JACOB MARLEY


FIRST SPIRIT (FAITH)


ANNA


ANGEL


SECOND SPIRIT (HOPE)


1STSHEPHERD


2ND SHEPHERD


3RD SHEPHERD


ANGELIC CHORUS


THIRD SPIRIT (LOVE/JESUS)


JOSEPH


MARY


CHILD/BOY


WOMAN


TINY TIM


MRS. CRATCHIT











The Boy who Carved Birds by Ken Etheridge


Director : Rob Cooke (435542; mobile 07837938185)


Two Samaritan merchants, one badly beaten, arrive at the home of a simple, poorish family consisting of Father, Mother and two sons (8 and 11 or thereabouts).  One of these boys is referred to but not seen. The mother attends to the wounds of the beaten man – much to the annoyance of the father who would  rather they went on their way. The younger boy helps his mother and chats to the men about his brother who he obviously adores.  He tells the men how his older brother can model birds from clay and spit and then make them fly away. The men see an opportunity to exploit the older boy by taking him to the city and earning money from his talents by passing him off as a  magician.  They try to convince Mother that she is holding the boys back by not allowing him to go with them and live in the city where he could make a living. She  considers this  but the father flatly refuses and sends them on their way. As they leave the younger boy comes to show them a clay bird made by his brother.  It flies away. The older brother is then called in  - 


His name is Jesus.�Characters�levi: 		(a merchant of Samaria) male; any age�reuben: 	(his friend)male; any age �the mother 	female; 20s; serene, thoughtful, loving�the father 	male; late 30s/40s; strict�A boy		(brother of Jesus) male; 12; excitable and eager; impressionable











